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1 
This invention relates to a cïlinary i,mplement 
or utensil, and robre particularly to .a spatula or 
cake turner. 
The object of the invention is to pr0vide a 
spattfla that will enbte the user fo redfiy 
articles of food, such as paucakC, hamb-ugers, 
eggs and the like. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 
spatula for handling and tuning over articles 
of food, such as pancak.es, hamburgers, eggs, 
French toast, the spatula incl.uding a stationary 
part and a movable part hingedly connected 
thereto, the opatula being easy to use, whereby 
the articles of food .can be fiipped over :accfi- 
rately and quickly. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 
'a spatula hich is extreme!y simple and inex- 
pensive to manufacture. 
Other objects and advantages will te apparent 
during the course of the follozing description. 
. . In the accompanyin.g drawings foming a part 
of this application and in which like numerals 
a2e %ised to designate lfle parts throughout the 
sëveral viëws: 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the spatula 
 constucted according to the present invention; 
Figure 2 is a top çlan view of the spatula; 
Figure 3 is a vertical transverse secti0nal view 
taken through the spatula looking from the 
handle; 
Figure 4 is a side elevational view of the spatula, 
Wih the movble part in lowered position; 
Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3, but 
ith the parts in the lowered position, as shown 
i Figure 4; 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of the spatula; 
Figure 7 is a transverse sectional view through 
the spatula showing the stop member; 
Figure 8 is a schematic view showing how the 
spatula is used; 
Figure 9 is a view simflar to Figure 7, but 
showing a modified stop means; 
Figu'e 10 is a view similar to Figure 7, ,but 
showing another modified stop means; 
Figure 11 is a fragmentary plan view of the 
assembly oÏ Figure 
Figure 12 is a fragmentary elevational view 
showing another modified sto9 means. 
Refem.ing in detail to Figur.es 1 through 8 of 
the drawings, there is sho,wn a spatula or cake 
turner which includës a'blade 20. The blade 
may .be fabricated of any suitable material, such 
as metal, and the blade 20 comprises a stationary 
part 2| which is relatively narrow, and a. mov- 
sfole part 22 which is somlewhat wider than the 
.stationary part 2. The movble part 22 is 
hingedly connected o the stationary part | .by 
hinges 2, Figure 6. 
Extending rearwardly from the stationary part 
2| and secured thereto, as by welding, is a rod 

. A :Stem 
iï;'tb he o#le  2'2. 
Th YOd 24 
26, Fiuè :2, d e bd 24  ftHer'provided 
5 with 
shëd  de a :Shç '28, and se6ured o %he 
shnk 28 
. Pi90tall'y ë6ë ed to ,bhe rër ënd'of %he stem 
10 s pf6idedith 
engigës the :rear ënd of hë :sem 2, and %he 
lo 1 .:is intë6sed .ëtWeën a hed '32 whieh-i 
fofé on the rear ëfid of the Sm 2S, kd a 
asër $3. ThWgrm 0 a.ho 4xtends throCh he 
15 loop 2] in the rod 24. 
MötC 6n the uppèr end of the gm :  a 
hb :piece or btt6n 
.be ëngaged 
burg.er, pnCake Or other article of ood is  <be 
20 turned b9C, 'and ;cii'cpbsd :bn te 'a 3B is 
a :ofl sin 8. e sri 3 is rsed 
betë6n the :finger pie6e 4 and the lo0 2 for 
-n0ll'#:gin thWmovàble .part ;22 into a ,hori 
0ntal ::psitfbn. 
]5 -A toP mëans is rovid6d for liïhg 
swg.in.:.mowment of th 
sop me b0mprisëS Ca fige  Which S se- 
ced - the :stati0nagy prt 21, and the 'finge 
8 -ëngges 0r 0+egÏies a -portin bf he statibn- 
30 ary :pkrt 22 '0 as to P2eVdnt ër limit upgrd 
swiging m0vdment of the gttionCypat 22. 
tn e 8, %hWspatula : shbWn béiflg used 
for 'tU 0vër an artihle of food, su6h as:a 
-hmburger 
35 piv0të by :mènS of ïthe -ger :p[ece $, the 
Spatu[a bein argged :b0ve thé sil-iet, where- 
b the hambuger 
havft# :i.no the Skfllèt. 
feih o ge 
40 verse e6tiol viëw Of "a modified Sp mëns 
for the sPata. ThUs, i Fige 9, hings ] are 
secured to -the lbe: surface 0f the gdj:à6ent 
edges of -the movable::part 21 andstationm'y part 
22. The hingës 3] ëe to :prëgent tHe mövable 
45 Pagt 22 from piv0t[n 5r swgg abovéthéta; 
tiona part 2 I. 
Refegrid-fo gQrë .i0 and 1-1 0f he d9aifiS, 
therL lmitg swingg 0èëht of trie mbgable -ï;rt 
50 22. e 
hludès a fiçn#W8 hat S secUged to th ttion; 
aY pat 2 I,-and glso ecurC t0 the stgtifiry 
pa 2 I, but on %he:0pposite side from :the flanse 
38; is'a ger 9, Fir-10. The fiange8sè99s 
55 0 «Pevent the m0wblè part 22 frbm ;swining 
{0o far in a clockwise dïgëction, gure :10, Whil 
the finger 
m6mënt of .thè d+ble ioE 22. 
in Fire i2 thèe is-howh dndthe9 m0di-fiëd 
60 stop mechasm. us, in gure 12 a pair of 
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spaced lugs 4 and 42 are secured, as by welding, 
to the arm 3}. The lug 4! is spaced above the 
loop 27, while the lug 42 is spaced below the rod 
24 Thus, the loop 27 will engage the lug 4! to 
limit swinging movement of the movable part 
in one direction, while the lug 42 will be engaged 
by the rear surface of the rod 24 to limit swing- 
ing movement of the movable part 22 in the op- 
posite direction. 
From the foregoing it is apparent that a spat- 
ula bas been provided which can be used for 
turning over pancakes, hamburgers, fried eggs, 
French toast and the like. The plate 2} of the 
spatula consists of a stationary part 2! and a 
movable part 22, these two parts being connected 
together by hinges 23. By means of the thumb 
piece 34 the movable part 22 can be controlled 
to pivot at the hinges 23 and swing downward at 
an angle of approximately 90 ° from the station- 
ary part 2 ! of the plate. The spatula of the pres- 
ent invention works as follows: As an example 
of how the spatula is used, the illustration will be 
confined to turning over a hamburger, such as 
the hamburger H in Figure 8. Ordinarily, the 
parts 22 and 2! lie in the saine plane fo form a 
continulus, fiat, horizontal plate, and when thi 
hamburger is fo be turned over on ifs non- 
griddled side, the face or plate of the spatula is 
slipped under the hamburger, thereby supporting 
the hamburger. 
Then, the spatula and hamburger are raised 
about three inches above or off of the skillet. 
The user then depresses the thumb piece 34 which 
causes the movable part 22 of the plate fo pivot 
at the hinges 23 and swing downwardly. This 
action leaves the hamburger H unsupported, and 
as it falls to the griddle under the pull of gravity, 
it automatically îïips over and lands wrong side 
down. By releasing the pressure on the 12nger 
piece 34, the spvng 35 forces the movable part 
22 of the plate upwardly to its original position 
so that if once again forms a continuous fiat, 
horizontal surface with the stationary part 
The movable part 22 is bigger and widir in 
surface area than the stationary part 21, so that 
it will support the greater part of the weight of 
the object on the plate 20 of the spatula. Thus, 
when the movable part 22 swings downwardly on 
the hinges 23, if will leave thi griater part of 
the object unsupported, thereby causing the ob- 
ject fo fall downwardly and tend fo fiip over be- 
fore falling into or into the skillet. The spring 
35 surrounds the arm 3}, so that when the finger 
piece 34 is pressed downwardlyi the spring 35 is 
compressed whereby the stem 25 is pushed slightly 
outwardly and then down, thus causing the mov- 
able part 22 fo swing downwardly on the hinges 
23. When the pressure is released from the finger 
piece 34, the spring 35 forces the arm 3} fo shoot 
upwardly, thereby pulling the stem 25 and mov- 
able part 22 upwardly with if. The flange 35 ex- 
tends slightly over the part 22 so that the part 
22 cannot be raised above the horizontal plane 
and level of the stationary part 21. - 
The spatula of the present invention is easy fo 
use and there is no wasted motion. If will turn 
objects accurately and place the object exactly 
in the desired spot, and further, there is less 
chance of the object slipping off before it is 
turned over. The plate of the spatula can be 
wide, angular or narrow, and the plate can be 
"broken" lengthwise, crosswise, or af an angle, 
although if is preferable fo hinge the plate length- 
wise as shown in the drawings. Also, the spatula 

can be made of any suitable material, and the 
plate of the spatula can be ruade with or without 
holes for drainage and with or without surface 
traction. The stop mechanism of Figures 10 and 
5 11 prevent the movable part 22 from swinging 
more than 90 ° when the thumb pieci 34 is actu- 
ated. 
I claire: 
1. In a spatula, a blade including a stationary 
10 part and a movable part hingedly connected to 
said stationary part along one longitudinal edge 
thereof so that both of said parts will lie in side- 
by-sidi relationshii in load-engaging position, a 
stem connected to said movable part, a rod con- 
15 nected fo said stationary part, an arm arranged 
at right angles with respect fo said stem and 
iivotally connected fo said rod, and a handle 
secured fo the rear end of said rod. 
2. In a spatula, a blade including a stationary 
20 part and a movable part hingedly connected to 
said stationary part along one longitudinal edge 
thereof so that both of said parts Will lie in side 
by-side relationship in load-engaging position, a 
stem connected fo said movable part, a rod con- 
25 nected to said stationary part, an arm arranged 
at right angles with respect fo said stem and piv- 
otally connected fo said rod, a handle secured fo 
the rear end of said rod, and a finger-engaging 
piece secured fo the upper end of said arm. 
30 3. In a spatula, a blade lncluding a stationary 
part and a movable part hingedly connected fo 
the stationary part along one !ongitudinal edge 
thereof so that both of said parts will lie in side- 
by-side relationship in load-engaging position, a 
35 stem connected fo said movable part, a rod con- 
nected fo said stationary part, an arm arranged 
at right angles with respect fo said stem and 
pivotally connected fo said rod, a handle secured 
to the rear end of said rod, a finger-engaging 
40 piece æecured to the upper end of said arm, and 
a cofl spring ch'cumposed on said arm. 
4. The apparatus as described in claire 3, and 
further including stop means for limiting swing- 
ing movement of said movable part. 
45 5. In a spatula, a blade comprising a narrow 
stationary part and a wide movable part hingedly 
connected to said stationary part along one lon- 
gitudinal edge thereof so that both of said parts 
will lle in side-by-side relationship in load-en- 
50 gaging position, a stem having one end connected 
to said movable part and projecting rearwardly 
therefrom, a rod having one end connected to 
said stationary part and provided with an off- 
set portion, said rod being provided with a loop, 
55 a handle secured to the rear end of said rod, an 
arm having its lower end pivotally connected to 
the rear end of said stem, a finger-engaglng piece 
mounted on the upper end of said arm, and a coil 
spring circumposed on said arm and interposed 
6o between said finger-engaging piece and loop. 
G. The apparatus as described in claire 5, and 
îurther including a stop means for limiting 
swinging movement of said movable part. 
IOY S. BLACKSHEAR. 
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